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 Spring Wrap Up
At a recent Board Meeting, the PNP welcomed out incoming Councillor Board Members

and ensorsed our new Strategic Plan to be launched at the next Board Meeting in Feb

2020. Welcome to our incoming Board members after the recent local government

elections, a big thank you to our outgoing Board Members, particularly recent PNP

chairperson and Board Member, John McCallum.

Our officers have contributed to recent scenario planning exercise and presented to

the Mandurah Local Emergency Management Committee, the City of Mandurah, WA

NRM and Coastal Conference and Capel City council this month.  

Matt Eliot from Damara WA and Seashores Engineering provided a presentation on WA

Coastal Hotspots Report to the PNP Coastal Planning and Management Group meeting

in November and Brett Ashby from the City of Rockingham presented to the PNP Board

on their Coastal Hazard Risk Management Adaptation Plan (CHRMAP) process, report

and next steps at the PNP Coastal PLanning and Management Committee Meeting on

1st November. Rockingham CHRMAP recently adopted by Council.  Several of our

member councils are currently working with the PNP on Council towards next steps

with the CHRMAP process and the Shire of Murray has a CHRMAP workshop this

month. 
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Regional Coastal Monitoring Program 
The PNP has formed further partnership with University Western Australia to undertake

the CoastSnap project, partly funded by State Government grant.

The Peron Naturaliste Partnership (PNP) engaged the University of Western Australia

(UWA) to undertake these and other additional services, including; collection of oblique

aerial photography in March 2020 and updating and maintaining website

(www.wacoastline.org). The photos and additional data required for storing and viewing

these photos in spatial analysis programs will also be provided to the PNP. 

WA Coastal Awards for Excellence 2019 
The PNP won the Coastal Planning Category of the 2019 WA Coastal Awards for
Excellence at a ceremony at the Western Australian Natural Resource Management and
Coastal Conference at the Aquarium of Western Australia.  The PNP Chair Cr Mark
Jones from Rockingham, Deputy Chair Caroline Knight from Mandurah, and officers
attended the 2019 WA Coastal Awards for Excellence at a ceremony at the Aquarium of
Western Australia in October. 
This award is recognition of our project work, advocacy and demonstration of
leadership to address coastal risks. The City of Rockingham also won in the Local
Government category which is recognition of a local governments commitment and
contribution to the planning and management of WA’s coast. This award  is
acknowledgement of the City’s coastal planning and management, in particular the
recently developed CHRMAP.
Below (from the left)- Jo Ludbrook (Officer), Craig Perry (Officer), Cr. Caroline Knight (PNP Deputy Chair), Natalie Elliot (City of
Rockingham Officer), Cr. Mark Jones (Chair) 

 

PNP WA Climate Change Issues Paper 

The PNP made a submission in response to the WA Climate Change Issues

Paper, for more info contact DWER or PNP Officers. 

http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/values-project/
https://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/monitoring-project/
https://www.mandurahmail.com.au/story/6419553/peron-naturaliste-partnership-awarded-for-coastal-planning-innovation-and-commitment/


 WA Health Inquiry to Climate Change
The Peron Naturaliste Partnership appeared at a hearing for the Climate Health WA

Inquiry at 2 pm on Thursday 14 November 2019.  As follow up to the PNP submission to the

Inquiry, the PNP was asked questions during the hearing.

-What are the current environmental threats, hazards or risks to the coastal regions of

WA?

-What contribution does climate change make to current impacts and future coastal risks?

-The PNP is a collaboration of nine local governments. Why and how did this partnership

develop, what does it hope to achieve, and how is it funded?

-Do you have any quantitative data on current costs, or are you doing any modelling of

future costs under various mitigation or adaptation scenarios?

-Do you have any quantitative or qualitative data on the value of coastal regions to WA

residents physical or mental health, and quality of life?

Full recording and manuscript will be made publicly available.

Premier and PNP Meeting
 Premier Mark McGowen repsonded to our letter to premier (sent in August), the

Premiers office organised for a meeting with our Executive, that occured Friday 22nd

Novemebr. The PNP welcomed the development of the Assessment of Coastal Erosion

Hotspots in WA report and acknowledgment by the WA Government that coastal

management is a shared responsibility across all levels of government.

The PNP also congratulated the Premier for his proposal to adopt a cross-government

approach to managing coastal erosion and other risks which was referred to the

Environment Ministers Meeting held on 8 November in Adelaide.  A positive step

forward, although small, towards development of a coordinated national

approach to managing coastal erosion and other coastal hazards, and is

likely to increase the level of interest in the National Forum on Coastal Erosion set for

2020.
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Ninth Meeting of Environment Ministers on Coastal Erosion  
Agreed Statement – 8 November 2019, Adelaide 

Coastal Erosion 

Coastal erosion and inundation was acknowledged as a risk that requires a collaborative

approach from all levels of government. Ministers agreed to establish an

intergovernmental working group to collate existing information on coastal erosion and

inundation hazard risk management, and propose a collaborative approach to coastal

erosion for consideration through a future meeting of environment ministers.

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/climatehealthwa
https://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/pnp-welcomes-release-of-wa-coastal-erosion-hotspot-report/
http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/values-project/
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/4f59b654-53aa-43df-b9d1-b21f9caa500c/files/mem-9-agreed-statement.pdf
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WALGA CHRMAP Forum 

The next forum will be held on Monday 2 March 2020 at WALGA.

EVENTS AND CONFERENCES (click for link)

WALGA Disaster Resilience and Climate Change Survey

WALGA is delivering a project to assist WA Local Governments to prepare

for the increased incidence and severity of natural disasters as a result of

climate change.  The first stage of the project is a desktop

assessment, survey and benchmarking exercise of the extent to which Local

Governments in WA are embedding climate change and disaster management

in decision-making and governance documents.  The survey is open to all

areas of Local Government. The survey is open until Friday, 1 November.  For

more information or to take the survey, click here.

Engineers Australia event “Coastal Erosion Adaptation in WA”.

Details of the event, to be held on 4th December 2019, are available at this

link: https://engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2019/11/coastal-erosion-

adaptation-wa

WALGA Climate Change Issue Paper

WALGA drafting submission highlighted Local Governments in NSW who act

in good faith when making decisions regarding natural hazards are protected

by a statutory exemption from liability under s 733 of Local Government Act

1993 (NSW). This was established largely in response to the uncertainty

inherent in natural hazard information and associated challenges for

decision makers. No such statutory exemption for LGs in Western Australia.

Highlighted by Angus Gordon (commissioner of the NSW Coastal

Commission) when reviewing WALGA Issues Paper.  - Current review of the

LG Act in WA provides an opportunity to advocate for a similar exemption.

WALGA’s proposed response to the State’s Climate Change Issues Paper

advocates for such an exemption.

http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/values-project/
https://consult.dwer.wa.gov.au/climatechange/issues-paper/
http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/values-project/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/deaf6c84b27d6ba4ab394cdf0/files/93ad4a6a-c169-4a42-9f68-da8596eacead/INFOPAGE_Climate_Resilient_Councils_Survey.pdf
https://engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2019/11/coastal-erosion-adaptation-wa
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/state-planning/coastal-planning-and-management/coastal-hazard-risk-management-and-adaptation-plan


Our Coastal Futures: transitioning towards respectful custodianship of

our oceans and coasts

Our coastal futures will be held on October 20-22, 2020 at the Southern

Cross University Gold Coast Campus, Queensland. Updates for this

conference will be posted on the FEA webpage

(futureearthaustralia@science.org.au).
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EVENTS AND CONFERENCES (click for link)

http://science.org.au/
http://www.coasttocoastconference.com.au/
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/coastcareweek2019?utm_source=Landcare+Online%2C+Coast+Care+and+Junior+Landcare+eNewsletter&utm_campaign=971691c7c3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_54_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bc74ee36a5-971691c7c3-285161417
http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/projects/values-project/
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SPRING ARTICLES WITH LINKS (click on article)

Australian Coastal Society November 2019 Newsletter, 1st Edition.

Emergency Response Fund 

Commonwealth Government announced the Emergency Response Fund on 17

October. $50 million per year will be allocated to resilience and mitigation

initiatives. Recommended by Productivity Commission and advocated by

ALGA and others.

Climate explained: why coastal floods are becoming more frequent as

seas rise

Governance principles for robust and resilient coastal systems in the face

of global change

A decade of waterwise leadership from local governments in WA.

How Venice’s plan to protect itself from flooding became a disaster in

itself.

Subsided Cyclone Insurance for northern Australia. 

 
Climate change: Water may soon lap at the door, but still some

homeowners don’t want to rock the boat. 27th Oct 2019.

Rising seas could ‘erase’ three times more cities by 2050 than previously

thought. 30th Oct 2019.

Local wetlands more of a climate change power house than the Amazon.

Climate Change Is Going to Supercharge Waves, 18th Nov 2019

https://mailchi.mp/e6b4decc855d/wa-coastal-news#RecentACSActivites
https://www.financeminister.gov.au/media-release/2019/10/17/emergency-response-fund-injects-new-life-disaster-affected-communities
http://theconversation.com/climate-explained-why-coastal-floods-are-becoming-more-frequent-as-seas-rise-127202
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10113-019-01542-3
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/about-us/news/media-statements/media-release/a-decade-of-waterwise-leadership-from-local-governments-in-wa?utm_id
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/how-venices-plan-to-protect-itself-from-flooding-became-a-disaster-in-itself/2019/11/19/7e1fe494-09a8-11ea-8054-289aef6e38a3_story.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/subsidised-cyclone-insurance-for-northern-australia-back-on-agenda-20191119-p53c2d.html
https://www.domain.com.au/news/climate-change-water-may-soon-lap-at-the-door-but-still-some-homeowners-dont-want-to-rock-the-boat-898062/
https://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/rising-seas-could-erase-three-times-more-cities-by-2050-than-previously-thought/news-story/590fca66ae9bd8494b6707e67f565356
https://www.nationalgeographic.com.au/australia/local-wetlands-more-of-a-climate-change-powerhouse-than-the-amazon.aspx
https://www.hakaimagazine.com/news/climate-change-is-going-to-supercharge-waves/


 

PNP Board - 21st February 2020, Capel Council Chambers

Upcoming PNP Board Meeting

S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  2 0 1 9

FEATURE ARTICLES (click on article for link)

IPCC’s Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate 

Report is now available here (link). 

The climate change risks to think about before you buy property, 

6th Nov 2019, ABC.

The Coming Flood: A Data Error Is Corrected, and Our Future Is

Rewritten

A new study on sea level rise reveals parts of Asia and the Middle East are

in far more peril than we thought, 30th oct 2019, Rolling Stone.

Minister announced at ACS SA Coastal Conference New plan to protect

and restore SA’s coastal environments, 7th Nov 2019

Scientists looked at sea levels 125,000 years in the past. And the results

are terrifying, 7th Nov 2019, SBS.

WA State Emergency Management Committee State Hazard Plan – Tsunamis

Updated, effective 31 October 2019. (contact for more info on plan)

http://www.peronnaturaliste.org.au/
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/30/14887
https://www.abc.net.au/life/climate-risks-to-think-about-before-you-buy-property/11617296
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/sea-level-rise-climate-central-study-906178/
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/news-hub/news/articles/2019/11/blue-carbon-strategy
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/scientists-looked-at-sea-levels-125-000-years-in-the-past-and-the-results-are-terrifying
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/state-planning/coastal-planning-and-management/coastal-hazard-risk-management-and-adaptation-plan

